
LOCATING EXCEPTIONS 
There are three basic methods of locating exceptions using the Track Geometry Data: 

1) 	 Download or enter GPS data (Latitude and Longitude) into handheld GPS device, such as a 
Digital Track Notebook (DTN). Follow GPS directions to the exception. GPS exception 
coordinates are listed in the Exception List Report. 

2) 	 The geometry vehicles Exception Marking System, sprays paint on the crossties. Exceptions 
can be located by following the directions as illustrated (Figure 1). 
a) 	 Knowledge of the geometry vehicle’s direction of travel is crucial in finding exceptions 

using the paint mark. Paint length may vary between four and eight feet in length 
according to lower or higher speeds. 

b) 	 If the direction of travel is North (or East) to South (or West), find northernmost end of 
the paint line. From the paint mark, measure 370-feet southward to the end of the 
exception length. Add the exception length to locate the beginning (northernmost) of the 
exception. 

3) 	 Use the Oscillograph (stripchart) and the Exception List Report to find the track number, and 
footage beyond a Milepost reference to locate exceptions.1 Use the stripchart information to 
also reference exceptions to other geographical features (turnouts, grade crossings, curves, 
etc). 

1 The computer counts the number of feet from the last entered milepost. If the mileposts are decreasing in the Exception 
List Report, (e.g., 11, 10, 9, 8, etc.), an exception at Milepost 100+1000 feet (i.e., between Milepost 100 and Milepost 99) 
and the mile was measured exactly at 5280-feet in length, would be located at Milepost 99+4280 feet. All exceptions are 
marked at the end of the length of an exception. 


